Please amend Claims 1, 6 and 1 1 and add new Claims 19 to 22, to read as 
follows. A marked-up copy of Claims 1, 6 and 1 1, showing the changes made thereto, is 
attached. Note that all the claims currently pending in this application, including those not 
presently being amended, have been reproduced below for the Examiner's convenience. 



(Twice Amended) An optical-element holding mechanism 



comprising: . 

a first holding membp^ranged to hold a first optical element; 

a second holding number arranged to hold a second optical element; 
fay 

a plurality of aouplmg members arranged to couple said first holding 

member and said second homing nfember, and to permit relative positions of said first 

I \ / 

holding member and said second holding njember to be varied in the process of being 



coupled; 



a plurality of urgifig members respectively disposed between each of said 



"5 1 



iei 

plurality of coupling members and said second holding member„and arranged to urge and \ 

\ T " 

press said second holding member again^t'said first holding member at least when said 



plurality of coupling members are in the process of coupling said first holding member and 
said second holding member through alignment of respective optical axes of the first 



ment; 



optical element and the second optical element; and 

U9 \ 

a deformation restricting member, having a substantially annular shape, 
disposed between said plurality of coupling rlembers and said first holding member and 



arranged to restrict deformation of said first holding member while relative positions of 
said first holding member and said second holding member are in the process of being 
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varied, when said plurality of coupling members are in the process of coupling said first 
holding member and ^id second holding member. 



2. (Amended) An optical-element holding mechanism according to 
claim 1 , wherein each coupling member is a screw arranged to couple said first holding 
member and said second holding mem^r by press contact. 



3. 




ed) An optical-element holding mechanism according to 



claim 2, wherein each urging member i^ a deformable washer that generates an elastic 
force, and through which a shaft 'pLsaid screw pierces 



6. 




z 



(T<yice Amended) An optical-element holding mechanism 
according to claim 1 , wherein^chjjcgmg member is disposed between a coupling member 
and said deformation restricting member. 



\\L 



7. (Amended) An optical-element holding mechanism according to 
claim 1, further comprising a friction preventing member disposed between each coupling 



member and said second holding member andWranged to prevent generation of a frictional 
force between said coupling member and said second holding member when said coupling 
member is in the process of coupling said first holding member and said second holding 
members. 



ldrn^ 



J 
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8. (Amended) An optical-element holding mechanism according to 
claim 7, wherein movement of said friction preventing member within a plane of varying 
the relative positions of s^id first holding member and said second holding member is 
restricted. 

9. (Amended) An optical-element holding mechanism according to 
claim 7, further comprising a deformation restricting member arranged to restrict 
deformation of said first holdingWember while the relative positions of said first holding 
member and said second holding member are in the process of being varied and when said 
plurality of coupling members are ir^the prjjfcess of coupling said first holding member and 
said second holding member, |wherei^aid friction preventing member serves also as said 
deformation restricting member. 



10. (Amended) ArToptibal-element holding mechanism according to 
claim 7, wherein each urging member is disposed between a coupling member and said 
friction preventing member. 



1 1 . (Twice Amended) An optical apparatus comprising: 
an apparatus body; and 

an optical-element holding mechanism including: 




a first holding member arranged^to hold a first optical element; 

a second holding member arranged to hold a second optical element; 
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\ 



a plurality of coupling members arranged to couple said first holding 
member and said second holding member, and to permit relative positions of said first 
holding member and said second hblding member to be varied in the process of being 
coupled; 

a plurality of verging members respectively disposed between each of 
said plurality of coupling members anty said^cond holding member, and arranged to urge 
and press said second holding membeAgainst said first holding member at least when said 

r 



plurality of coupling members a * 



process of coupling said first holding member and 
said second holding member ttu ough aligf^prent of respective optical axes of the first 
optical element and the second ^ptic^Slement; and 

a deforma\jon restricting m£frf6er, having a substantially annular 
shape, disposed between said plurafiTty^f(^u\)ling members and said first holding member 
and arranged to restrict deformation of said firVt holding member while relative positions 
of said first holding member and said second hoMing member are in the process of being 
varied, when said plurality of coupling members Vre in the process of coupling said first 
holding member and said second holding member.^ 
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.0 



--19. (New) An optica^mement holding mechanism comprising: 
a first holding membfer arranged tp hold a first optical element; 
a second holding member a^anged to hold a second optical element; 
Jh/y a plurality of coupling memtfers an^ged to couple said first holding 

y member and said second holding membeMMro permit relative positions of said first 
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£ holding member arid said second holding member to be varied in the process of being 
coupled; 

(3 a plurality o\ urging members respectively disposed between each of said 

plurality of coupling membens and said second holding member, and arranged to urge and 

\ J press said second holding member against said first holding member at least when said 

plurality of coupling members are in the process of coupling said first holding member and 

\ 

said second holding member throikh alignment of respective optical axes of the first 
optical element and the second o^caL^fement; and 

a deformation resiricting member, having a substantially annular shape 



0 disposed between said plurality 
arranged to restrict deformation 



)f coupling ja?Kmbers and said first holding member and 
of sajieKn^st holding member while relative positions of 
said first holding member and sa^l second ^olding^fnember are in the process of being 
varied, when said plurality of coupling^ffem^ers are in the process of coupling said first 



J 



holding member and said second holding member; 



14 
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A 



wherein said deformation restricting member includes a plurality of first 
through hole portions for receiving one of/said plurality of coupling-members; 

VL^ \ , (low 

wherein said first holding member includes an extendeitportion extended in 
the direction of the optical axis of said first optical elei^ent, said extended portion 



to 



including a plurality of abutting faces and a plurality of receiving portions for receiving the 
plurality of coupling members; and v 

\ ma,- 

lL wherein said second holding member includes^ plurality of flanges 

extending in a direction perpendicular to the optical axis, each flange abutting against one 



of said plurality o ^abutting faces of said first holding r^mberfeach flange including^^x^t^^ 
ffi . plurality of second through hble'portions for receiving said plurality of coupling members^/ 



20. (New) An optical apparatus comprising: 
an apparatus body; and 

an optical-element holding mechanism including: 

a first nblding member arranged to hold a first optical element; 
a second holding member arranged to hold a second optical element; 
a plurality of coupling members arranged to couple said first holding 
member and said second holding ihembej^ and to permit relative positions of said first 
holding member and said second ho^uijg member to be varied in the process of being 
coupled; 

a plurality §f urging njefmbers respectively disposed between each of 




said plurality of coupling member^ and ^aid se^nd^hd^ng member, and arranged to urge 
and press said second holding meniber against sa^rst holding member at least when said 
plurality of coupling members are in the process of coupling said first holding member and 

\ 

said second holding member through alignment of respective optical axes of the first 
optical element and the second optical element; and \ 

a deformation restricting member, having a substantially annular ^ 

\ 

shape, disposed between said plurality of coupling members and said first holding member 



\... 



and arranged to restrict deformation of said first holding member while relative positions 



of said first holding member and said second holding member are in th^process of being 



J 
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varied, when said plurality of coupling members are in the process of coupling said first 
holding member and said second holding member; 

wherein said ^deformation resecting member includes a plurality of first^\ J^f 
through hole portions for receiving one of saia plurality of coupling members; 



n 



wherein said first holding member includes an extended portion extended in 
the direction of the optical axis bf said first optical element, said extended portion 
including a plurality of abutting feces and^rplurality of receiving portions for receiving the 
plurality of coupling members; anc 

wherein said second fiolding member includes a plurality of flanges 
uiicularto 



extending in a direction perpendicular 
of said plurality of abuttin-g'faqes 



... plurality of second through ho 




optical axis, each flange abutting against one 



4^ 



first holding member, each flange including a 
e portions i|>r receivj*ig said plurality of coupling members. 




21. (New) An optical coupling mechanism, comprising: 
a first holding member that holds a first optical element having a first 

optical axis; 

a second holding member that holds a second optical element having a 
second optical axis; 

a plurality of coupling members arranged \o couple said first holding 

\ 

member and said second holding member at a position, selected within a range of relative 

\ 

movement between said first holding member and said second holding member, in which 
the first optical axis and the second optical axis are substantially^ligned; 
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a pluralitl of urging members, respectively disposed between each of said 
plurality of coupling members and said second holding member, that urge and press said 
second holding member against said first holding member within the range of relative 
movement between said first holding member and said second holding member; and 

a deformation restricting member, disposed between each of said plurality 
of coupling members and saic^first hgldrng member, that restricts deformation of the first 
holding member within the range of relative movement between said first holding member 

7\ 

and said second holding ffnember; 

wherein slid deforaiatioa restricting member includes a plurality of first y ^ 
through hole portions for receiving^dne of said plurality of coupling members; 

wherein safrd #fst holding member includes an extended portion extended in 
the direction of the optical^xis of saL first ojrti^al element, said extended portion 
including a plurality of abuttii^Nt^SS^ 1 ^ plurality of receiving portions for receiving the 
plurality of coupling members; and 

wherein said second holding member includes a plurality of flanges 
extending in a direction perpendicular to the optical axis, each flange abutting against one 

\ /"\ r j 

of said plurality of abutting faces of said firs^olding-mernber, each flangeMneluding a 



5> Ay^t- 




X. 



plurality of second through hole portions for deceiving said plurality of coupling members. 

■' / \ 



22. (New) An optical apparatus comprising: 
an apparatus body; and 
an optical coupling mechanism, coirnprising: 
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a firsfcholding member that holds a first optical element having a first 



optical axis; 




V 



a seconduiolding member that holds a second optical element having a 



second optical axis; 

a plurality of coupling members arranged to couple said first holding 
member and said second holding mem^^r at a position, selected within a range of relative 
movement between said first hWing member and said second holding member, in which 
the first optical axis and th^seco^d optical axis are substantially aligned; 

a plurality of urging\piembers, respectively disposed between each of said 
plurality of coupling members and ss^second holding member, that urge and press said 
second holding member agAinstr^id first holding member within the range of relative 



Y 



movement between said first^iolding member and sflfd second holding member; and 

\ /. 

a deformation resteictingme^ disposed between each of said plurality / ^ ^ 



of coupling members and said first holding member, that restricts deformation of the first 
holding member within the range of relative movement between said first holding member 
and said second holding member; 

wherein said deformation restricting member includes a plurality of first 



; n^ien 



through hole portions for receiving one of said plurality^ coupling members; 

wherein said first holding member includes an extended portion extended in 
the direction of the optical axis of said first optical element* said extended portion 
including a plurality of abutting faces and a plurality of receiving portions for receiving the 
plurality of coupling members; and 
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